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the PARENT Notebook™
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   • Ready-to-use • Parent-friendly •
•  Researched • Written • Translated •

• English & Spanish •

If you could give 

parents the tools 

to help their 

child in school, 

wouldn’t you?

I T ’ S  A B O U T 

R E A C H I N G  A L L FA M I L I E S

G R O W I N G  S C H O O L C O M M U N I T Y

O N G O I N G  E N G A G E M E N T

More than one approach . . . recognize 
different parent audiences, interests, 
and expectations. Tools from quick tips 
for busy parents to scheduled classes. 
Different entry points for different parents.

Two-language design . . .  parents and 
students read or listen to the same 
content but in a different language to 
“spark” an opening for conversations. 
Cost savings come with one version and 
simplifies ordering and distribution.

FOCUS • Parent-Student Engagement . . . 
all activities designed to practice active 
parent-student engagement. Tools and 
prompts to create a supportive learning 
environment.

the PARENT Notebook™ TOOLS
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Talking and planning for college

Talk about college
. . . parent involvement during the period between middle 
and high school is particularly important as students begin to 
develop skills and acquire information necessary for postsecondary 
enrollment and professional careers.

Source:  Wimberly, George L. and Richard J. Noeth, Schools Involving Parents in Early Postsecondary Planning, 
ACT Policy Report, March, 2004; U.S. Department of Education, Office of Communications, Getting Ready for College 
Early:  A Handbook for Parents of Students in the Middle and Junior High School Years, Washington, D.C., 1997.

Middle school and high school are important times for early postsecondary 
planning, and many educational organizations and the U.S. Department of 
Education recommend that students begin planning for college as early as 

the sixth grade.

The State Department of Education says,

Source:  Wimberly, George L. and Richard J. Noeth, College Readiness 
Begins in Middle School, ACT Policy Report.

Source:  Catsambis, Sophia, Expanding knowledge of parental involvement in 
secondary education:  Effects on high school academic success.

Why do I need to go to college?
 •  Get and keep a job
 •  Earn more money
 •  Get a good start in life

What courses and grades will I need?
 •  Algebra and Geometry? 

•  Easy classes or challenging courses?
 • Will I need all A’s? 

What should I choose and where will I go? 
•  Community college near home? 
•  University in the state or out of state? 
• Private vocational school?

How will we pay for college? 
•  Save? 
•  Student loans? 
• Apply for scholarships? 

 

Think and talk about . . .

By talking to your middle school son and daughter about college, you are preparing 
them for more education and more opportunities. Helping your son and daughter 
succeed in middle school is the best way to prepare them for success in the future.

HELP FOR COLLEGE



 


”Start planning for college in sixth grade.”

Teachers

Parents

Counselors

Friends

aROUND
Conversations

tip 
the involved parent™ 
               Card

Interactive activities •Topics from K-12

We are the only one who takes 
parents from kindergarten to 

high school graduation.

❝

❞

Complementary 
                  Tools

2 in 1 Notebooks • English and Spanish in ONE Notebook

Parent Education • School Involvement • Schoolwork • State Tests • Time-in

 

involving parents for student success

time-in 
for your   child™

the elementary school yearsin
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Subject: 

at School  

at Home

photo

Erwin Elementary School
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ESCUELA INTERMEDIA  

Primaria

Escuela preparatoria

MIDDLE SCHOOL

courses
graduation
tests
college
career

involving parents for student success

the high school years

Academic  Information

for parents & students
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HIGH SCHOOL

Notebooks

Social Emotional Learning

the PARENT Notebook™ 

Sample Topics: 
• Reading at Home
• Changes in Middle School
• College Tests . . . over 30 topics                              

More tools online       
www.theParentNotebook.com  

• Why are conversations important?
• What is academic learning?
• What is social learning?
• What is emotional learning?
• What is growth mindset?

Choosing a college tip   
the
involved
parent

Read & Keep           
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Where your son or daughter will attend college will require planning and 
working together to make the best decision for your son or daughter’s 
future AND your family.

• Admission requirements? • Financial aid offered? • Large or small college? 
• 2-year or 4-year? • Home or out of state? • Public or private? • Diversity? 
• Campus life? • Live at home or on campus? • Courses and majors offered? 
• College’s emphasis and reputation? 

_students
counselors

alumni

Choosing a college is about choosing a college that fits.
Taking time to reflect and examine the things that are important 
to your son or daughter will help in finding a good college fit.
Parents, tell your son or daughter what you have observed through 
the years. Special interests? Motivated? Independent? Responsible?
Need direction? What expectations do you have? 

Make sure you check . . .
• Graduation rates 
• Percentage of students graduating in 4, 5, or 6 years 
• Percentage of freshmen who continue

Talk to 
college . . . 

Things to consider in choosing a college:

Interactive conversations • 6” circle cards

Learning at Home Family Packet
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6. x 4.5” cards

6 x 9” folder

• Learning at Home • Remote Learners • Home Schoolers • OnlineSTORE

Academic Bulletins

Big Book Mark and prompts
Reading at Home “tip”
Set-up Learning Area & Sign
Learning Schedule template
Online Learning “tips” 
Academic Calendar
Customize

Plan
ning f

or Co
llege

Elegir una universidad a su medida

Learning Tools
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